
Contents

Introduction   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      7

Chapter 1 
Theoretical aspects of research into innovation  
in regional governance   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    17
1 .1 . State of research into innovation in regional governance   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   17
1 .2 .  Conceptualisation of institutions and their significance 

in the creation and implementation of innovation  
in regional governance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   30

1.3.  Europeanisation as a research category explaining  
the origins and course of innovation processes  
in regional governance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   34

1.4.  The explanatory potential of the multilevel  
governance concept displayed in the study  
of innovations in regional governance   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   38

Chapter 2 
Regional governance in Poland in the context of institutional practice   .  .  .  .   41
2.1. The region as a unit in territorial division of Poland  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   41
2.2. The objectives of regional governance in Poland   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   43



2.3. Selected instruments of regional governance in Poland   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     45
2.4. Multilevel nature of regional governance practice in Poland  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     49

Chapter 3 
Innovations in regional governance.  
A definition-based and model-based approach   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      57
3 .1 . Defining innovations in regional governance   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     57
3.2. Types of innovation in regional governance   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     65
3.3.  Model for studying innovations in regional governance   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     70

Chapter 4 
Implementation of innovations in regional governance in practice.  
An analysis of selected case studies   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      85
4 .1 .  Criteria for selecting the case studies of innovations  

in regional governance in Poland   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     85
4.2.  Integrated Territorial Investments of the Central Sub-region  

of Silesia: innovation in innovation in governing  
the Silesian Province   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     87

4.3.  The National and Regional Rural Networks as an example  
of innovation in regional governance in Poland   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   109

4.4.  The entrepreneurial discovery process: an innovative  
method of economic and social regional governance  
as seen in the Łódzkie Province   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   128

4.5. Evaluation as a process innovation in regional governance   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   140
4.6.  Direction Silesia 3.0 as an example of a conceptual innovation  

in regional governance in the Silesian Province   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   155
4.7. Conclusions from the cases studies   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   173

In lieu of a conclusion: Drivers of and barriers  
to innovation in regional governance in Poland   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   177

Drivers of innovation in regional governance   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   177
Barriers limiting innovation in regional governance   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    188

Bibliography   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   195


